
memorandum 

To: All Handlers 

From: Sabrina Poth, Specialist, Marketing Order Services 

cc: Jeremy Sasselli, Bianca Bertrand - MRP-AMS

Date: May 30, 2025 

Subject: Crop Readiness Operations Packet (CROP) 

As we approach the start of the 2025 harvest and the 2025/2026 crop year, this Crop Readiness 
Operations Packet (CROP) aims to inform handlers and industry members of pertinent information 
regarding the incoming inspection process.   

This CROP memo includes the 2025 Pre-Harvest Checklist, moisture meter calibration information, the 
Almond Sampling Verification Program (ASVP) Manual, and the 2025/2026 ASVP Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU). Additionally, there is a memo outlining the online proctor approach for ASVP 
training. Handler/huller personnel who trained as ASVP proctors last year must complete the online 
proctor training this year to continue as ASVP proctors for the 2025/2026 crop year. The moisture 
measurement memo details the USDA requirement for all moisture measurement devices to be calibrated 
to manufacturer specifications before harvest begins. The enclosed Moisture Analysis Calibration Guide 
explains how to calibrate these devices and details the process involved.   

Updates for 2025/2026 include: Shipping Point Inspection Fees and Charges, mileage is $0.70 per mile 
and new hourly is $50 per hour. 

If you should have any questions about the enclosed information or any aspect of the incoming inspection 
process for the 2023/24 crop year, feel free to contact me at spoth@almondboard.com 
or (209) 343-3232. 

Sincerely, 

Sabrina Poth  
Specialist, Marketing Order Services 

mailto:spoth@almondboard.com


2025 PRE-HARVEST CHECKLIST

MOISTURE €Al.lBRATION GOMPLETEI!>? COMMENTS 

Identify which moisture measurement device(s) are used for 

incoming inspection purposes 

Reference Moisture Analysis Calibration Guide to identify 

calibration provider 

Call calibration provider and schedule the calibration 

Ship unit(s) to calibration provider (if applicable) 

Wait 1-4 weeks (varies) 

Receive unit(s) back with calibration certificate(s) 

Copy calibration certificate(s) and send to local SPI district office 

COMPLETED CALIBRATION PRE-HARVET REQUIREMENTS 

ALMOND SAMPLING VERIFICATION PROGRAM (ASVP) 
COMPLETED? COMMENTS 

Oil I:.' aQplles to ll'l�!ng S;l!'f'lples arawo when SPI not pr,esent 

Print Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)* 
Optional - Pick up from SPl district office personnel 

Sign MOU and send original to local SPI district office 

Complete ASVP Proctor Online Training** 
ASVP Proctors troined in 2024/2025 must still ottend troining for 2025/2026

ASVP Proctor provides training for personnel to become 

ASVP Designees 

Keep a list of all ASVP Designees (trained employees) posted 

Send ASVP Designee list to local SPI district office 

COMPLETED ASVP PRE-HARVEST REQUIREMENTS 

* 2025/2026 ASVP MOU is enclosed within this CROP memo (pages 15-18).

**If a handler or huller/sheller is drawing incoming samples when USDA/Shipping Point Inspection (SPI) personnel is 

not on-site, ASVP applies and handler must have a signed MOU on file with SPI and employees involved in the incoming 

inspection process must be trained ASVP Designees by either attending a training from a certified ASVP Proctor or 

being trained by SPI directly. For more details, please reference the ASVP Proctor Training memo (page 7-14) enclosed 

within this CROP packet or contact your local Shipping Point Inspection (SPI) district office. SPI Office Directory is 

located at the end of this packet (page 24). Online proctor trainings are available on demand anytime. 



memorandum 

To: All Handler’s 

From: Sabrina Poth, Specialist, Marketing Order Services 

cc: Jeremy Sasselli, Bianca Bertrand (USDA/AMS) 

Date: May 30, 2025 

Subject: Moisture Measurement Calibrations for 2025/2026 Crop Year 

The requirement to have each moisture measurement unit calibrated to manufacturer’s specifications 
continues for the 2024/2025 crop year. Handlers and huller/shellers using a moisture measurement 
device for incoming inspection purposes can reference the Moisture Analysis Calibration Guide, which 
describes the appropriate steps to get you unit(s) calibrated. Once a unit is calibrated and a certificate of 
calibration referencing the serial number of the unit is obtained, a copy is to be made available to the local 
Shipping Point Inspection (SPI) district office. These steps must be taken no sooner than 60 days prior 
to the unit’s first use for incoming inspection purposes during the 2025 harvest. 

ABC acknowledges that harvest timing and shipment arrivals may vary. With the almond harvest starting 

on August 1st, it is crucial to calibrate moisture meters for accurate readings during inspections. Handlers 

and huller/shellers must calibrate their moisture meters no sooner than 60 days before first use. 

Therefore, calibration should occur between June 2nd and August 1st, 2025, ensuring accuracy for the 

almond season. 

If you have any questions about moisture measurement device calibrations, please feel free to reach me 
at spoth@almondboard.com or (209) 343-3232. 

Sincerely, 

Sabrina Poth 

Specialist, Marketing Order Services 

mailto:bspycher@almondboard.com




PLAINFIELD, IL 60586 
1-866-668-4855
HTTP://AGPOINTPRECISION.COM/

Models: DMC-750, DMC-550 

AgPoint Precision is the service/calibration entity for Burrows. Give AgPoint Precision a call at the 
number listed above to schedule a calibration. Units will be shipped directly to AgPoint Precision at the 
address listed above. Typically calibrations take 2-3 weeks and a calibration certificate will be provided 
upon completion. 

SARTORIUS (DENVER INSTRUMENTS) 

545 Johnson Ave. 
BOHEMIA, NY 11716 
1-800-321-1135
HTTP://www.LPS.Service.NA@Sartorius.coM/

Model: IR 60 

Units are to be sent to Sartorius directly at the address listed above. A return number must be obtained 
before shipping the unit. Call and speak to a customer service representative at the phone number 
listed above to secure the return number. After a couple of weeks a calibration certificate will be issued 
the unit will be shipped back. 

DICKEY JOHN 

SERVICED BY CALIBRATION PLUS 

34 W. HACIENDA LANE 
WOODLAND, CA 95695 
1-530-662-7752
HTTP://WWW.CALIBRATIONPLUS.COM/

fY!odel: GAC2100, GAC2500 

The west coast is served by Calibration Plus as the regional service/calibration entity for Dickey John. 
Give Calibration Plus a call at the number listed above to schedule a calibration to new GAC2100 
calibrations. Units will be shipped directly to Calibration Plus at the address listed above. Typically it 
takes about a week and a calibration certificate will be provided upon completion. 

METTLER-TOLEDO 

1900 POLARIS PARKWAY 
COLUMBUS, OH 43240 
1-800-638-853 7
HTTP:ljServiceRequests@MT.com

Models: HB43-S, HE73, HE53 





memorandum 

To: All ASVP Participants

From: Sabrina Poth, Specialist, Marketing Order Services 

cc: Jeremy Sasselli, Bianca Bertrand - MRP-AMS

Date: May 30, 2025 

Subject: Almond Sampling Verification Program (ASVP) Proctor Training 

The Almond Sampling Verification Program (ASVP) applies to incoming samples that are drawn while no 
member of USDA/Shipping Point Inspection (SPI) is on-site. For any handler and/or huller/sheller 
locations where this type of sampling takes place, it is a requirement that all personnel involved in the 
incoming sampling process be trained as ASVP designers. 

The proctor approach continues for ASVP and like in previous years all ASVP proctor training will be 
offered online.  All personnel interested in becoming an ASVP proctor should login and complete the 
proctor training online at their own convenience. Online training will be available anytime and can be 
accessed with user credentials administered by USDA/Shipping Point Inspection (SPI). Employees who 
successfully complete online ASVP proctor training are then authorized to administer USDA/SPI training 
materials to other handler/huller staff, thereby certifying the trained individuals as ASVP designees upon 
successful completion of the DVD-based training and short exam. Handler personnel trained as an 
ASVP proctor for the 2024/2025 crop year must still complete online ASVP proctor training again if 
they wish to be an ASVP proctor for the 2025/2026 crop year. 

It is recommended that only 1-2 people per company complete an online ASVP proctor training at no cost 
to the handler/huller.  Those electing to have personalized SPI-conducted trainings for all their incoming 
staff at their place of operation will incur the travel and hourly cost of SPI staff and will need to coordinate 
directly with their local Shipping Point Inspection (SPI) district office. 

Each handler/huller participating in the Almond Sampling Verification Program (ASVP) must submit a 
signed 2025/2026 ASVP Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to their local SPI district office prior to 
receiving online credentials for access to the ASVP proctor training course. The 2025/2026 ASVP MOU is 
enclosed in this Crop Readiness Operations Packet (CROP). 

If you have any questions regarding ASVP online proctor training, you can reach me at 
spoth@almondboard.com or (209) 343-3232. 

Sincerely,

Sabrina Poth 
Specialist, Marketing Order Services 

mailto:bspycher@almondboard.com


Almond Sampling Verification Program 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Agricultural Marketing Service 

(AMS) has identified a need to strengthen the California almond inspection sampling 

procedures. In cooperation with AMS, the California Department of Food and Agriculture 

(CDFA) Inspection Services Division, Inspection and Compliance Branch, Shipping Point 

Inspection Program (SPI) has created the following Almond Sampling Verification 

Program (ASVP). The program will be managed by CDFA under the Branch Internal 

Quality Management System (BIQMS) outlined in the cooperative agreement between 

AMS and CDFA. 

The purpose of the Almond Sampling Verification Program is to ensure continued 

compliance of the Almond inspection procedures set forth in Federal Marketing Order 

981. The importance of the sampling process as it relates to inspection procedures must

not be overlooked. Maintaining integrity of the program from the field to the final inspection

not only protects consumers but ensures fairness and equity among growers. Therefore,

CDFA and AMS have created the following requirements regarding the Almond Sampling

Verification Program.

The ASVP is intended to address handlers who utilize hand sampling or manually 

operated mechanical sampling equipment in their incoming almond program. This 

program also addresses those handlers who may not utilize CDFA/AMS on site and on 

an ongoing day to day basis. Those handlers utilizing the automatic sampling process will 

follow the approval and use of automatic sampling devices guidelines set forth by USDA, 

AMS, SCI Division policy "Approval and Use of Automatic Sampling Devices, Feb. 2014". 

Qualifications 

The CDFA in cooperation with USDA AMS will ensure all qualifications described herein 

remain in effect at all times for compliance of the Almond Verification Sampling Program. 

The minimum qualifications for participants are as follows: 

SPI 

All SPI personnel assigned to work in the Almond Sampling Verification Program 

will be licensed USDA inspectors and will be proficient in all almond sampling 

methods. Each licensee will be required to attend an ASVP training class, within 

their geographical area. This requirement will include any subsequent continuing 

education training. 
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B. Comply with the policies procedures and specification set out in the Almond 
Sampling Verification program (ASVP) (See attached), and all sampling guidelines, 
memos or forms.

C. Provide CDFA personnel with timely access to all equipment and records for the 
purposes of inspection and/or verification of the applicants compliance;

D. Provide adequate staff to support the program, including individuals specifically 
trained for sampling processes;

E. For those handlers who choose Option 1; provide adequate staff to support the 
training of the program;

F. Secure original proficiency examinations of all sampling staff for a period not to 
exceed one year from date of exam and provide copies of completed exams upon 
request of CDFA;

G. For those handlers who choose Option 2; requests for training must be submitted at 
least 3 weeks prior to the training and the handler must provide training facilities 
sufficient to accommodate those staff who will be trained by CDFA;

H. Option 2 Training costs will be charged to the handler at a rate of $150 per class, 
mileage at $0.70 per mile plus $50 per hour travel time.

I. Provide adequate storage space for proper control, care and maintenance of
samples;

J. Accept non-conformities as assessed, including taking corrective actions and the
potential loss of the privilege to continue participation.

SPI agrees to: 
A. Review with the applicant responsibilities and duties under ASVP;
B. Provide initial and ongoing training of ASVP Trainer certification of staff to applicants 

who choose Option 1 under the Training Section of the ASVP;
C. Provide oversight to applicant staff regarding training, application of sampling 

procedures and record keeping;
D. Provide initial and ongoing training to applicant staff under Option 2 of the Training 

Section of the ASVP at a rate of $150 per class, $0.70 per mile and $50 per hour 
travel time;

E. Provide form(s) for applicant use;
F. Notify the applicant immediately of all non-conformities including necessary 

corrective actions;
G. Advise the applicant, in writing, when ASVP services are suspended and/or 

terminated due to major non-conformities.

ABC agrees to: 
A. Assist in disseminating information related to the ASVP;
B. Cooperate with SPI in identifying program improvements;
C. Share with SPI information on new handlers as appropriate.

ARTICLE 5- MUTUAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

1. Meet and work cooperatively to achieve mutually agreed upon objectives.
2. Communicate effectively to identify areas of concern, identify solutions, and take

corrective actions.

Revised 6/13/2022 
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